EUCC Generic Risk Assessment

	Hazard
	Who may be harmed
	Precautions Taken

	Drowning, capsizing 
	Everyone
	Rivers research beforehand using guidebooks, maps and local knowledge.

Potentially hazardous sections of river inspected first and protected by competent leaders in a position to rescue someone.

Throw lines and first aid kits available to safety team capable of using them.
Ability of group taken into account before each excursion.

All participants have proven swimming capabilities (100m swim). And been instructed as to how to swim safely down a river.

Buoyancy aids and helmets worn at all times.

All boats have suitable buoyancy.

All students have had practise and guidance in the pool training sessions.

All group members have been briefed about how to respond to being trapped against obstacles (bridge, fallen trees, rocks etc…)

Spare split paddles will be carried by the last group on the river.

On the event of a capsize, the person capsizing will be seen to get out of the river as quickly as possible and their wellbeing checked before equipment is retrieved.

	Equipment Failure
	Everyone using University equipment
	All equipment is checked before and after use and a log maintained.

Monthly maintenance programme undertaken.

	Head Injuries
	Everyone
	Correctly sized helmets always worn

	Hypothermia
	Everyone
	Everyone has thermal, and waterproof cag. Wetsuits advised and club can provide  some. These things will be checked prior to getting on the water.
Thermos of warm drink for sufferers.

Warm dry clothes taken to be changed into as soon as possible after getting off the river.

	Avoidable objective dangers
	Everyone
	Weather forecast checked before hand.

Water-levels checked before and on arrival.

Another trip option available (e.g. surfing) if water levels too high or low.

	Losing Contact
	Everyone
	Participants briefed as to the distance they are allowed

from staff supervision.  A clear system of recall to be

arranged prior to the session.
Group leaders to ensure that contact is not lost at the back of the

group.

	Overhanging trees
	Everyone
	Ensure that participants are well aware of the dangers

associated with overhanging trees.  Ensure that the

participants know what to do if they do become

entangled.
Online sources will be checked for reports of trees and the trip rearranged if needed.

	Anglers
	Everyone
	Participants warned to steer away from anglers’ lines

wherever possible.

Participants warned of the dangers of old line and hooks

left in overhanging trees at specific sites throughout the

session.

	Contact with objects
	Everyone
	Helmets must be worn at all times on the river.

	Overhanging trees,

entrapment and pinning.
	Everyone
	Leader to carry appropriate emergency equipment.

Participants to be made aware of the dangers and how to

react should it happen.

	Weir and rapid
	Everyone
	Ensure that participants are fully aware of the dangers and

instructed how to behave and act when using these areas.
Ensure the weir or rapid is run inspected if not known to the group leader.


A person with first aid qualifications will be present in each group on the river. Groups will be assessed beforehand to ensure correct safety ratios for the river and abilities of all participants.
A dynamic risk assessment will be done on location. The current conditions are looked at and the group and individual abilities are taken into account as to whether or not the trip shall proceed.

Equipment Required for a trip

· Helmet

· Buoyancy Aid

· Cag

· Thermal

· Wet-suit recommended

· Protective footwear

· Paddles

· Change of clothes

A snack and thermos of hot drink for afterwards will be advised.
